Truth: Talk 2

How can I know the Roman Catholic Church teaches the truth about God if I don’t trust the Church or its priests?

Why is the Church worthy of our trust?”
· First, because of its founder and what he founded - transferrable authority through out all time and assurances of triumph • Caesarea Philippi MT 16:13-20• Church founded on Peter - he has the keys (which are transferable by nature)• Assurance that the gates of hell will not prevail against it (but not that it won’t try) • Assurance that Jesus will always be with it (Not a merely human “organization” 
· Secondly, because the Church has stood the test of time 
Unbroken succession of authority from Peter to Francis 

Consistency of doctrine - never contradicts itself - Defines that which needs defining when the time is right Didache (mid to late 1st Century) - describes Mass, morality, true apostles sacraments.

Defined the cannon of the bible, defining the most accurate portrayal of what he did and said and taught 

Preserved the earliest Traditions which are most visibly evident in the order of the Mass . • Communal reading of God’s word • Explanation of the Word - Homily • Eucharistic Prayer• Communion 
· Thirdly because the Church is distinct from it’s members and the actions of its priests 

• “The Church is the congregation of all baptized persons united in the same true faith, the same
sacrifice, and the same sacraments, under the authority of the Sovereign Pontiff and the bishops in communion with him.”

• It is only human to associate an organization with the actions of its members but no activity of any member can trump the credibility of the Church through the actions of its founder (Christ) and first members (the apostles). With the exception of John they all died martyr’s deaths and even John was boiled in oil. And the good examples continue through our modern day.

• Bad Teaching & Scandal are predicted- Acts 20, 28-30. St Paul predicts to Ephesus “wolves will not spare the flock - and from your own group, men will come forward perverting the truth to draw the disciples away after them. Also Parable of the Weeds - MT 13:24 “Don’t be too hasty."

• Razor sharp “rule of thumb” to help identify straying from the Magisterium- the right thing to do is usually the harder thing to do. But with God’s grace in the end it is easier (see Mt 11:30).
